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LEAVE 

CINCLANT AND CINCEUR FOR POLADS 

1 THE HIGH COMMISSIONER TOLD ME AT 1700 HOURS LOCAL TIME 
JULY 27 THAT THE FNLA HAS NOT MOVED BEYOND CAXITO. HE 
REPORTED THAT FIGHTING IN THE AREA AROUND CAXITO HAS BEEN 
RELATIVELY LIGHT. 

2. ACCORDING TO AN OFFICIAL OF THE SHELL OIL COMPANY THE 
ONLY JET FUEL NOW IN ANGOLA IS STORED IN TWO TANKS NEAR THE 
SAN PEDRO DA BARRA FORTRESS. ONE OF THE TANKS WAS HIT JULY 
26 BY A MORTAR ROUND AND BEGAN LEAKING FUEL AT A RATE OF 
FIVE TO TEN CUBIC METERS AN HOUR. A SECOND MORTAR ROUND SET 
THE FUEL AFIRE. ABOUT 2,500 CUBIC METERS REMAINED ABOVE THE HOLE 
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WITH JET FUEL ABOARD TO LUANDA. 

3. SINCE SENDING IN THE REPORT ON THE COMMANDO ATTACK ON MPLA 
HEADQUARTERS, I HAVE RECEIVED REPORTS THAT THERE WERE TWO 
INCIDENTS, THE ONE I REPORTED, IN WHICH FEW, IF ANY, WERE 
KILLED, AND A SECOND IN WHICH A PERSONNAL CARRIER WITH 
PORTUGUESE TROOPS SWEPT BY THE VILA ALICE AND BLASTED AN MPLA 
GARRISON IN THE IMMEDIATE VICINITY AND KILLED AND WOUNDED A 
NUMBER OF PEOPLE. IN THE FIRST INCIDENT THE COMMANDOES 

DID NOT, APPARENTLY, GET THE MEN THEY WERE LOOKING FOR. THEY 
ARE REPORTED TO HAVE TAKEN MPLA GUNS, AMMUNITION AND 
JEEPS WHEN THEY LEFT VILA ALICE. WHITES ARE PLEASANTLY SURPRISED 
THAT SOMEONE HERE HAS BALLS AND ARE HOPING THE ACTION SIGNALS 
A TREND. THE PORTUGUESE MILITARY ISSUED A BULLETIN ON JULY 27 
STATING THE PUNITIVE ACTION (THE FIRST INCIDENT) WAS APPROVED 
AT THE HIGHEST LEVEL, AND THAT THE HIGH COMMISSIONER BELIEVES 
ALL SUCH INCIDENTS MUST BE SEVERELY PUNISHED. 

4. THE LAST PLANNED EVACUATION SHIP TO THE SOUTH (N'GOLA) LEAVES 
JULY 28. IT WILL CARRY A LARGE NUMBER OF UNITA SOLDIERS. THE UNITA 
SOLDIERS WAITING IN THE PORT AREA JULY 27 EXPRESSED PLEASURE AT 
BEING SENT SOUTH. 

5. REACTING TO THE FUEL TANK FIRE, AT LEAST FOUR FREIGHTERS 
LEFT THE PORT OF LUANDA JULY 26-27. DEPARTING SHIPPERS 
HAVE TOLD THEIR COLLEAGUES THEY WILL INVOKE CONTRACT WAR 
CLAUSES TO JUSTIFY THEIR DEPARTURES. 
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